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GUI NEA:- BI SSAU

Quinea-Bissau is a nultiparty republic with a popul ati on of
approximately 1.6 mllion. In 2005 Joao Bernardo "N no" Vieira
defeated the candidate of the ruling African Party for the

| ndependence of Gui nea- Bi ssau and Cape Verde (PAIGC) to becone
president. The election was characterized as free and fair by

i nternational observers. Cvilian authorities generally maintained
effective control of the security forces.

The governnent generally respected the human rights of its citizens;
however, problens occurred in sone areas, including the arbitrary
killing of a denpbnstrator, poor prison conditions, and arbitrary
arrest and detention. Restrictions on freedom of speech and press
occurred. There were violent dispersals of denonstrations. Lack of
judicial independence and official corruption and inpunity were
probl enms. There were viol ence and discrimnation agai nst wonen.
Femal e genital mnutilation (FGW continued to be w despread. Child
trafficking and child | abor, including sone forced | abor, were

pr obl ens.

RESPECT FOR HUMAN RI GHTS

Section 1 Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including Freedom
From

a. Arbitrary or Unlawful Deprivation of Life

The governnent or its agents did not conmt any politically notivated
killings; however, security forces killed a denonstrator (see section
2.b.).

On January 6, unknown persons killed forner Comodore Lam ne Sanha,
who was fired in 2006 and remai ned a controversial figure due to his
i nvol venent with the | eader of the 1998 coup, Ansumane Mane. Sanha
was shot at close range with a single shot to the head. R oters, who
suspected governnent involvenent in the execution-style killing,
burned the houses of President Vieira and one of his advisers,

| brahima Sow. Police use of excessive force sparked violent protests,
whi ch ended when the mlitary used |ethal force (see section 2.b.).
An investigation by the attorney general into Sanha's killing was
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ongoi ng at year's end. There was no investigation into police use of
excessive force by year's end.

No arrests were nmade in the 2005 attack on the Interior Mnistry in
whi ch approxi mately 20 soldiers, believed to be loyal to fornmer
presi dent Kunmba Yala, killed two security guards and injured a third.

On Decenber 13, the National Assenbly adopted a | aw that provides
ammesty for political crinmes commtted between 1980 and 2004. Sever al
civil society organizations charged that the | aw protects persons who
committed political assassinations, including President Vieira and
armed forces Chief of Staff, General Batista Tagm Na Wi .

Unli ke in the previous year, no deaths resulted from | andm nes.
b. Di sappear ance
There were no reports of politically notivated di sappearances.

C. Torture and O her Cruel, Inhuman, or Degradi ng Treatnent or
Puni shnent

The constitution and | aw prohi bit such practices, and there were no
reports that governnment officials enployed them The governnent
rarely puni shed nenbers of the security forces who commtted abuses.

Unexpl oded ordinance resulted in sonme injuries during the year.
Prison and Detention Center Conditions

Prison conditions remai ned poor. There are no formal prisons, and the
gover nnent det ai ned nost prisoners in makeshift detention facilities
on mlitary bases in Bissau and nei ghboring cities. Detention
facilities generally |acked running water and adequate sanitation.
Det ai nees' diets were poor, and nedical care was virtually

nonexi stent. Pretrial detainees were not held separately from
convicted prisoners. Juveniles were not held separately from adults.

The governnent generally permtted i ndependent nonitoring of prison
conditions by local and international human rights groups. During the
year representatives fromthe International Coormttee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) and the Ofice of the Representative of the UN Secretary
General visited prisoners.

d. Arbitrary Arrest or Detention



GUI NEA- BI SSAU 3

The constitution and |aw prohibit arbitrary arrest and detention, and
t he government generally observed these prohibitions; however,
security forces reportedly detained persons for exercising their
right to free speech and becane involved in settling persona

di sput es, detaining persons upon request w thout due process.

Rol e of the Police and Security Apparatus

The police, under the direction of the Mnistry of the Interior, have
primary responsibility for the country's internal security. The arned
forces are responsible for external security and can be called upon
to assist the police in internal emergencies.

The country is divided into 37 police districts; there were an
estimated 600 police in the country. Inpunity and corruption were
ranpant, and police generally were ineffective. Transit police were
particularly corrupt and denmanded bri bes fromvehicle drivers

whet her their docunents and vehicles were in order or not. Police
were poorly and irregularly paid, and there was a severe | ack of
resources and training. The attorney general was responsible for

i nvestigating police abuses, and three investigations were conducted
during the year. Two of these investigations involved allegations of
theft against the judicial police, while the third involved

al | egati ons agai nst nenbers of the mlitary who had confi scated
fishing equipnment during a dispute. All three cases were dism ssed by
year's end.

Arrest and Detention

The law requires arrest warrants and provides for the right to
counsel and, if indigent, to counsel provided by the state. Pretrial
det ai nees were allowed pronpt access to famly nenbers. The |aw al so
provides for the right to release if no tinely indictnent is brought
and for the right to a speedy trial. However, authorities did not

al ways respect these rights in practice. There was a functioning bai
system

e. Deni al of Fair Public Trial

The constitution and | aw provide for an independent judiciary;
however, in practice, there was |little independence. Judges were
poorly trained and paid and sonetinmes were subject to corruption. The
attorney general had little protection frompolitical pressure since
the president has sole authority to appoint or replace the attorney
general .
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Cvilian courts conduct trials involving state security. Under the

Code of Mlitary Justice, mlitary courts only try crines committed
by armed forces personnel. The Suprene Court is the final court of

appeal for both mlitary and civilian cases. The president has the

authority to grant pardons and reduce sentences.

Trial Procedures

The | aw provides for the right to a fair trial, and the judiciary
generally enforced this right. There is no trial by jury. The | aw
provi des for a presunption of innocence, the right to have tinely
access to an attorney, to question w tnesses, to have access to

evi dence held by the governnent, and to appeal. Citizens who cannot
afford an attorney have the right to a court-appointed | awer.

Traditional practices still prevailed in nost rural areas, and
persons who |lived in urban areas often brought judicial disputes to
traditional counselors to avoid the costs and bureaucratic

i npedi nents of the official system The police often resolved

di sput es.

Political Prisoners and Detai nees
There were no reports of political prisoners or detainees.

G vil Judicial Procedures and Renedies
The judiciary systemhandles civil and crimnal matters; however,
there is no admnistrative nechanismto address human rights

vi ol ati ons.

f. Arbitrary Interference with Privacy, Famly, Home, or
Cor r espondence

The constitution and | aw prohibit such actions, and the gover nnent
general ly respected these prohibitions in practice. Unlike in the
previous year, there were no reports that security forces cut the
tel ephone lines of persons who criticized the governnent.

Section 2 Respect for GCvil Liberties, Including:
a. Freedom of Speech and Press
The constitution and | aw provide for freedom of speech and of the

press; however, the governnent did not always respect these rights in
practice. During the year security forces detai ned persons for
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exercising their right to free speech and threatened and harassed
journalists. Sone journalists practiced sel f-censorship.

In addition to the governnent- owned newspaper No Pintcha, several
private newspapers published without restriction. Al newspapers were
publ i shed through the state-owned printing house. The nationa
printing press often | acked raw materials, and sal aries were not

al ways paid, resulting in publication delays.

There were several independent radio stations, a national radio
station, and a national television station. International radio
br oadcasts could be received

Journalists were harassed, especially those who reported on drug
trafficking.

On January 17, the Interior Mnistry ordered Public Order Police
Conmi ssi oner Antero Joao Correia to close Bonbol omradi o station
after the station reported on the nurder of former Conmobdore Lam ne
Sanha and on the ensuing riots and police use of excessive force
after his death. Correia, who refused to close the station, was
subsequently fired. Arnmed forces and state security personnel also
attenpted to shut down the station, but it remained open during the
year .

On May 20, Fernando Jorge Pereira, a journalist for the newspaper
Expresso, was briefly detained and threatened with i nprisonnent by
state security forces after he attenpted to photograph a snall

ai rplane | andi ng on the island of Bubaque, which was reputedly used
to stage drug flights.

On June 1, Reuters journalist A berto Dabo was detai ned and
questioned by Interior Mnister Baciro Dabo for over three hours for
a msquote attributed to the mnister. An erroneous translation had
guoted M nister Dabo as accusing the mlitary of involvenent in drug
trafficking instead of civil servants, as the m nister had charged.
Dabo was threatened with jail, but eventually was rel eased when he
agreed to publicly clarify that the infraction was a translator’s
error.

On July 16, Head of the Navy Jose Anmerico "Bubo" Na Tchuto attenpted
to have Al berto Dabo arrested for his translation of a statenent for
the British news service |Independent Television News (I TN The
translation attributed a statenent that soldiers were involved in
drug trafficking to Na Tchuto. Even though ITN was not the

organi zation that published the statenent in question, Dabo was
charged with four crines: defamation, abuse of freedom of the press,
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violating state secrets, and slander. Dabo's case was pendi ng at
year's end.

During the year Radi o France International correspondent Allen Yoro
Enbalo fled to France after receiving death threats while he was
wor ki ng on an investigation into drug trafficking. During the year
unknown persons had broke into his honme and stole his canmera, video
footage of a report on drug trafficking, and over $1, 200 (600, 000
CFA) .

I nternet Freedom
There were no governnent restrictions on access to the Internet or
reports that the governnent nonitored e-mail or Internet chat roons.
I ndi vi dual s and groups could engage in the peaceful expression of
views via the Internet, including by e-mail. Lack of infrastructure,
equi prent, and education severely limted access to the Internet.
Academ ¢ Freedom and Cul tural Events

There were no government restrictions on academ c freedomor cultura
events.

b. Freedom of Peaceful Assenbly and Associ ation

Freedom of Assenbly
The constitution and | aw provide for freedom of assenbly; however,
the governnment did not always respect this right in practice. Permts

were required for all assenblies and denonstrations.

On January 6, security forces used force to break up riots resulting

fromthe killing of forner Conmodore Lam ne Sanha. One youth, Ml am
Dabo, was reportedly shot and killed at close range by a soldier. The
Human Ri ghts League received corroborating reports of the killing

fromeyew tnesses, but the attorney general stated the crine will not
be i nvestigated, maintaining that Dabo di ed of asphyxiation.

No action was taken against police who used clubs to break up a
peaceful denonstration of health professionals in 2006.

Freedom of Associ ati on

The constitution and | aw provide for the right of association, and
the governnment generally respected this right in practice.

C. Freedom of Religi on
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The constitution and | aw provide for freedomof religion, and the
governnent generally respected this right in practice. However,
during the year the governnent continued its 2005 ban on activity by
the Islamc religious group Ahnmadi yya, contending that sone
activities, including the group's practice of paying locals to attend
services, were disruptive.

Al t hough the governnment nust |icense religious groups, there were no
reports that any applications were refused.

Soci etal Abuses and Discrimnation

There was no Jew sh community, and there were no reports of anti-
Semtic acts.

For a nore detail ed discussion, see the 2007 International Religious
Freedom Report .

d. Freedom of Movenent, Internally Displaces Persons,
Protection of Refugees, and Statel ess Persons

The constitution and | aw provide for freedom of novenent within the
country, foreign travel, emgration, and repatriation, and the
government generally respected themin practice.

The | aw did not specifically prohibit forced exile; however, the
governnent did not use it.

Internally D splaced Persons (I DPs)

| DPs noved back and forth over the border with Senegal, depending on
the status of the ongoing armed conflict in Senegal's Casamance
region. Wth tribal and famly ties on both sides of the poorly

mar ked border, the nationality of | DPs was not always clear.

Protecti on of Refugees

The | aw provides for the granting of asylumor refugee status in
accordance with the 1951 UN Convention relating to the Status of

Ref ugees or its 1967 protocol, and the government has established a
system for providing protection to refugees. In practice the

gover nnent provided protection against refoul enent, the return of
persons to a country where there is reason to believe they feared
persecution. The governnent did not grant refugee status or asylum
during the year.
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The governnent cooperated with the Ofice of the UN H gh Conm ssi oner
for Refugees (UNHCR) and ot her humanitarian organizations in

assi sting refugees and asyl um seekers. The UNHCR reported that the
governnment was tolerant of refugees and permtted themto engage in
econom c activities to support thensel ves.

Section 3 Respect for Political R ghts: The Right of Ctizens to
Change Their Gover nment

The constitution and | aw provide citizens with the right to change
their government peacefully, and citizens exercised this right
through free and fair elections in 2005 held on the basis of
universal suffrage. In April the National Popul ar Assenbly (ANP)

foll owed constitutional order when it voted no confidence in the
governnment of Aristides Gones. A coalition of opposition parties
named a new prinme mnister and cabinet in consultation with President
Vieira. The transfer of power was orderly and peaceful.

El ections and Political Participation

In July 2005 Joao Bernardo Vieira, the country's former mlitary

rul er, defeated ruling PAI GC candi date Mal am Bacai Sanha in a run-off
presidential election. The elections were declared free and fair by

i nternational observers.

There were 14 worren in the 100-seat ANP. The Suprene Court president,
two of the country's 19 governnent ministers, and one of nine state
secretaries al so were wonen.

Al'l ethnic groups were represented in the governnent.
Government Corruption and Transparency

Oficial corruption and | ack of transparency were endem c at al

| evel s of governnent. Custons officers frequently accepted bribes for
not collecting inport taxes, which greatly reduced governnent
revenues. The World Bank's worl dwi de governance indicators reflect
that corruption was a severe problem

On Decenber 28, the governnent's Audit O fice established a
comm ssion to investigate illegal acquisition of wealth by current
and former governnent officials.

The | aw provi des that "everyone has the right to information and
judicial protection"; however, such access was sel dom provi ded.
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Section 4 Governmental Attitude Regarding International and
Nongover nnental Investigation of Alleged Violations of
Human Ri ghts

A nunber of donestic and international human rights groups generally
operated w thout government restriction, investigating and publishing
their findings on human rights cases. Government officials were
somewhat cooperative and responsive to their views. The government
permtted visits by UN representatives and the | CRC

Section 5 Discrimnation, Societal Abuses, and Trafficking in Persons

The | aw prohibits discrimnation on the basis of sex and race;
however, the governnent did not enforce these provisions effectively.

Wnen

The | aw prohi bits rape, including spousal rape, but governnent
enforcenent was limted, in large part due to | ack of resources.

Donestic viol ence, including wife beating, was an accepted neans of
settling donestic disputes. There is no |law that prohibits donestic
violence, and politicians were reportedly reluctant to address the
subject for fear of alienating nore traditional voters or particul ar
et hnic groups. Although police intervened in donmestic disputes if
requested, the governnent did not undertake specific neasures to
counter social pressure against reporting donmestic violence, rape,

i ncest, and other m streatnent of wonen.

The | aw prohibits prostitution, but enforcenent was weak.

There is no | aw prohibiting sexual harassnent, and sexual harassnent
was a probl em

The law treats nmen and wonen equal |y and prohibits discrimnation;
however, discrimnation against wonen was a problem particularly in
rural areas where traditional and Islamc | aw were dom nant. Wnen
were responsi ble for nost work on subsistence farns and had |imted
access to education, especially in rural areas. Wwnen did not have
equal access to enploynent. Anobng certain ethnic groups, wonen cannot
manage | and or inherit property.

Chi I dren
The governnment allocated limted resources for children's welfare and

education. Public schooling was free and universal through high
school, but not conmpul sory. Attendance and quality of education were
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| ow due to lack of resources. No statistics were available on the

per cent age of school -age children who attended school or the highest

| evel achieved by nost children. Teachers were poorly trained and
pai d, sonetines not receiving salaries for nonths at a tine. For
econoni ¢ reasons, children often were required to help their famlies
in the fields, which often conflicted with schooling.

Boys and girls had equally poor access to rudinmentary nedical care
provi ded by the state.

Certain ethnic groups, especially the Fulas and the Mandi nkas,
practiced FGM not only on adol escent girls, but also on babies as
young as four nonths old. The governnment has not prohibited the
practi ce.

Child marriage occurred anong all ethnic groups, but no reliable data
existed to quantify the problem Grls who fled arranged narri ages
often were forced into prostitution to support thenselves. Local NGOs
wor ked to protect the rights of wonen and children and operated
prograns to fight child marriage and to protect the victins of child
marri age. Cbservers noted during the year that NGO efforts to enrol
nore girls in school had a negative side effect on child marri ages:
nore girls were forced to marry at a younger age because parents
feared the social opportunities of school would increase the risk of
their daughters losing their virginity before marriage.

The Child Protection Ofice of the Bissau Police Departnent estinated
that approximately 1,000 children were living on the streets of

Bi ssau, with a growi ng nunber of boys engaged in petty crine and
form ng gangs.

Trafficking in Persons

The | aw does not prohibit trafficking in persons, and there were
reports that children were trafficked fromand within the country.
Some boys sent fromrural areas to attend Koranic schools in

nei ghboring countries, primarily Senegal, were exploited, abused, and
forced to beg to neet daily nonetary quotas for their Koranic
teachers known as "marabouts.” Grls were sonetines exploited as
prostitutes; however, the extent of this problemwas unknown.

The M nistry of Interior has responsibility for antitrafficking
efforts; however, the governnent had no national plan to conbat
trafficking or the capability to nonitor, interdict, or prosecute
traffickers. During the year one man was prosecuted in Bafata for
selling his children into forced begging in Senegal; he was given a
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short jail sentence and ordered to | ook for his children in Senegal,
where he did not find them

The practice of buying and selling child brides also reportedly
occurred on occasi on.

There were reports that custons, border guards, inmmgration
officials, |abor inspectors, or local police may have been bribed to
facilitate such trafficking; however, no specific information was
avai l abl e. O her governnent officials, including police and border
guards, worked closely with the Association of the Friends of
Children and the UN Children's Fund to prevent trafficking, raise
awar eness, and repatriate victins.

Persons with Disabilities

The | aw does not specifically prohibit discrimnation against persons
with disabilities, mandate buil ding access for them or provide for
equal access to enpl oynent and education. However, there were no
reports of overt societal discrimnation. The government nmade sone
efforts to assist mlitary veterans with disabilities through pension
prograns, but these progranms did not adequately address health,

housi ng, or food needs.

G her Societal Abuses and D scrimnation

There was no open di scussion of honosexuality or H V/AIDS, and the
governnent did not address discrimnation on either basis.

Section 6 Wrker Rights
a. The Ri ght of Association

The | aw provides all workers with the freedomto formand join

i ndependent trade unions w thout previous authorization or excessive
requi renents, and workers exercised this right in practice. A
significant magjority of the popul ati on worked in subsi stence
agriculture; only a small percentage of workers were in the wage
sector and organi zed. Approximately 85 percent of union nenbers were
governnent or parastatal enployees, and they primarily bel onged to

i ndependent uni ons.

The | aw does not prohibit antiunion discrimnation; however, no
wor kers al |l eged antiunion discrimnation, and the practice was not
bel i eved to be w despread.

b. The Right to Organize and Bargain Collectively
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The | aw all ows unions to conduct their activities w thout
interference, but the governnent did not always protect this right.

The | aw does not provide for or protect the right to bargain
collectively; however, the tripartite National Council for Socia
Consul tation conducted col |l ective consultations on salary issues.

Most wages were established in bilateral negotiations between workers
and enpl oyers.

The | aw provides for the right to strike, and workers exercised this
right during the year. The only legal restriction on strike activity
was a prior notice requirenment. The |l aw al so prohibits retaliation
agai nst strikers.

There are no export processing zones.
C. Prohi bition of Forced or Conpul sory Labor

The | aw prohibits forced or conpul sory | abor, including by children,
but there were reports that such practices occurred.

d. Prohibition of Child Labor and M ni mnum Age for Enpl oynent

There are no specific laws that protected children fromexploitation
in the workplace, and child | abor occurred. The legal mninmmage is
14 years for general factory |abor and 18 years for heavy or
dangerous | abor, including |labor in mnes. The small formal sector
general |y adhered to these m ni num age requirenents; however, the
Mnistry of Justice and the Mnistry of Cvil Service and Labor did
not enforce these requirenents in other sectors.

Most child [ abor occurred in the informal sector. The incidence of
children working in street trading in cities increased during the
year. In rural comunities, children did donestic and field work

wi t hout pay to support fam lies or because of a |ack of educational
opportunities. Sone children were partially or conpletely wthdrawn
fromschool to work in the fields during the annual cashew harvest.
The governnent had not taken action to conbat such practices by
year's end. The Institute of Wonen and Children and the mnistries of
| abor and justice are responsible for protecting children fromlabor
expl oi tation; however, there was no effective enforcenment due to |ack
of a legal structure.

Children were trafficked for purposes of |abor exploitation

e. Accept abl e Condi ti ons of Wbrk
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The Council of Mnisters annually establishes m ni mumwage rates for
all categories of work, but it did not enforce them The | owest
nont hl y wage was approxi mately $38 (19,030 CFA) per nmonth plus a bag
of rice. This wage did not provide a decent standard of living for a
wor ker and fam |y, and workers had to suppl enent their incones

t hrough ot her work, reliance on the extended famly, and subsi stence
agricul ture.

The governnent, which relied heavily on support frominternationa
donors for basic budget support, regularly failed to pay sone public
servants, notably teachers, in a tinely manner, often w th del ays of
several nonths.

The | aw provides for a maxi mum 45-hour wor kweek, but the governnent
did not enforce this provision. The | aw al so provides for overtine
pay, provided that it does not exceed 200 hours per year, and a
mandat ory 12-hour rest peri od between workdays.

Wth the cooperation of the unions, the mnistries of justice and

| abor establish | egal health and safety standards for workers, which
the ANP then adopts into |aw, however, these standards were not
enforced, and many persons wor ked under conditions that endangered
their health and safety. Wrkers, including foreign workers, do not
have the right to renove thensel ves from unsafe working conditions
wi t hout [ osing their jobs.

*I'n June 1998, the U. S. Enbassy suspended operations in the mdst of
heavy fighting in Guinea-Bissau, and all official personnel in the
country were evacuated. This report is based on information obtained
by U.S. enbassies in neighboring countries, especially Senegal, from
ot her independent sources, and regular visits to Guinea-Bissau by
US. officials assigned to the U S. Enbassy in Dakar. The U. S
Anbassador to Senegal, resident in Dakar, is also accredited to

Qui nea- Bi ssau.



